
The following is a briefing for the week ending December 18th on behalf of Dr. Cash.  

Dear Colleagues:  

Four girls from MST School #196 (Orshalim Lapu, Suraiya Most, Sandrine Niyogushma, 
and Ka’Anna Smothers) and four from Herman Badillo Bilingual Academy #76 (Lah Cha 
Plah Moo, Pray Meh, Ayan Noor, and Christina Tu) have joined together to form a 
“power team” representing the Buffalo Public Schools in the International “Girls Who 
Game” (GWG) Competition, sponsored by Dell Computers and Microsoft.  The girls are 
working with their Teacher Champion, Instructional Technology Coach Rebecca Fast, to 
develop their “Eatery of the Future” design project for the competition.  Today, Ms. Fast 
made home visits to drop off team shirts, water bottles and custom laptop bags 
provided by Dell. Everyone was excited to meet in person, however briefly, and the girls 
are looking forward to sporting their new shirts in an upcoming video. 

The team is currently researching real-world solutions to the issues related to food 
availability, clean water, and hunger, and converting their ideas of how this should look 
in the future into a design plan.  They are in the final stages of building a model using 
Minecraft for Education and will be making a video as a guided tour through their 
created world.  The submissions are due January 15th.  We will share the video when it 
is complete! 

 

In preparation for our February 1st return to phased in, in-person instruction, individual 
school plans have been posted to our website.  All School Phase-In Plans are DRAFT 
working documents. The District reserves the right to modify individual School Phase-in 
plans as needed and based on current conditions such as science, testing, and 
recommendations from our Health Advisory Council, related to COVID-19.  Phase 1 of 
our return to in-person will include our high needs population of students selected for 
in-person by principals based on data, teacher recommendation, and parental 
preference; all Pre-K to 2 students, and all seniors.  Parents will still have the choice of 

https://education.minecraft.net/blog/girls-who-game-empowering-female-students-to-pursue-stem-with-minecraft
https://education.minecraft.net/blog/girls-who-game-empowering-female-students-to-pursue-stem-with-minecraft


whether or not to return students to in-person.  Subsequent to Phase 1, we expect the 

next phases to be returned to in-person in one to two week intervals through mid-March. 

 

Last week, I included a tribute to recently retired South Park High Principal Terri Schuta.  
This past Wednesday, the entire Board of Education - all fans of Terri - recognized her at 
our Board Meeting, along with a declaration from Congressman Brian Higgins, a fellow 
South Park Alum.  Terri’s grandson, Joseph “Joey” Whiteside, ended our little virtual 
ceremony with a wave from Grandma’s lap.  Hi, Joey!  We miss you already, Terri! 

 
Santa joined PreK Teacher Ms. Mary Bellet and PreK Assistant Teacher Mrs. Sharon 
Gatti from E.C.C. School #17 as they visited their hard working Pre-K boys and girls. As 
they delivered students’ January materials, Santa gave a special gift to each one. 
(Compliments of the Buffalo Police Athletic League). 



 

 
Please join our Strong Community Schools team for a Virtual Saturday Academy on 
Saturday, December 19th at 10 am. Activities include SPCA, Zumba, science 
experiments, basketball skills and drills - free basketball for the first 20 high school 
students to register, and much more. Please click HERE to register.  
 

 
 
I will pause our weekly brief until the New Year. 
 

 
 
Enjoy your holidays, and be well! 

 
Dr. Kriner Cash 

Superintendent 

bit.ly/decvsaregistration

